PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITldT

This book does not deal with primary, technical, univer-
sity, nor, except for an isolated chapter, with secondary,
education. All these, though susceptible of development
and improvement, are firmly established. The great need
and opportunity is in another field, of which a corner has
been occupied but of which much is barely cultivated and
part unexplored. The pressing problem is to give the
masses of the nation some higher education, which will
include that study of human ideals and achievement which
we call literature, history and politics, and that study of
the material universe which we call science. In some
form, these are essential to the full development of all
human beings, but at present the majority of the nation
has nd chance of studying them. How can this be altered?
That, the most serious educational problem of the day, is
the main subject of this book, which does not attempt to
deal with details of organisation, but rather to suggest the
principles to be followed,

I am convinced that secondary or post-primary educa-
tion can give little help in solving the problem and that it
can only be solved by adult education. Nothing is more
needed than to revise our views as to the best age for
'cultural* education.. If we could do that, the road would
be open for one of the great educational advances of
history. Ask anyone what is the right age for education,
and the reply will probably be 'from 6 to 15 or 16, with an
extension to 18 for more intelligent children, and to 21 or
2% for a picked few*. I do not of course question the need
for elementary education to 14 or 15, the uses of secondary
and university education for some, and the importance for